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Welcome to ADAMI Talks,

newly created platform to discuss issues of

cultural diversity in the audio-visual media.

Today'’s event is part of our initiative ADAMI

Media Prize for Cultural Diversity in Eastern
Europe, which aims to support journalists and media
professionals in the EU’s Eastern Partnership coun-
tries in their work related to ethnic minorities, migra-
tion and cultural diversity.

Today’s discussion will explore the positive role
media can play in safeguarding cultural diversity and
fostering cultural understanding. We believe this is a
key challenge for the media in the age of globaliza-
tion. Media as tool for promotion of cultural diversity
can contribute to the breaking down of cultural bar-
riers, the initiation of cultural dialogue and the em-
powerment of marginalized groups. However, we are
only in the beginning of a long process as fostering
cultural diversity in and through the media needs
time. But we all can be part of a civil discourse, which
favors tolerance and facilitates peaceful co-existence.

We want to express our gratitude to the experts of
today’s panel, who will bring in their long-term ex-
perience in talking about their work and media out-
lets’ strategies on facing issues of cultural diversity.
We want to thank the Ivane Javakhishvili Thilisi State
University and the Swiss Cooperation Office South
Caucasus for their support - and above all the Federal
Foreign Office as main sponsor of the ADAMI Media
Prize initiative.

We hope this first edition of ADAMI Talks will provide
you with some deep insights into European media ap-
proach towards the topic of cultural diversity and that it
will inspire us for our work with and within the media.

ADAMI Press conference in Kiev, September 8, 2015
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Stefan Tolz

Programme Director

of the ADAMI Media Prize
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ADAMI Press conference in Thilisi, September 16,2015
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he ADAMI Media Prize for Cultural Diversi-

ty in Eastern Europe has been launched this

year to attract attention for topics on minori-

ties, migration and cultural diversity in the
EU’s Eastern Partnership countries (Armenia, Azerbai-
jan, Belarus, Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine). Its idea
is to build bridges between different media players in
the international market and to promote well-crafted
works of journalists and filmmakers.

The name ADAMI derives from the Georgian word
“adamiani” (man, person) and refers to Adam, the first
man on earth. Its name reminds us that we are all hu-
mans - no matter whether we belong to a majority or a
minority in our societies. ADAMI's mission is to stimulate
media executives and journalists to become more active
in fostering peaceful coexistence of people of different
national, ethnic, religious or cultural backgrounds.

Following the launch of the competition in Septem-
ber in the six participating countries, 97 productions
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Adami Jury session, Kiev, November 2015
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have been registered to take part in the ADAMI Media
Prize 2015. In November a jury of international experts
selected ten nominees, four of which will receive the
ADAMI Media Prize during a festive award ceremony
in the Georgian National Library under the patronage
of Georgian President Mr. Giorgi Margvelashvili. The
event will be broadcasted live by GPB (Georgian Public
Broadcaster) and rebroadcasted by several TV stations
internationally.

The ADAMI Media Prize is coordinating its activities
with various partners who all have extensive experi-
ence of issues concerning cultural diversity and the
media, among which are the CIVIS Media Foundation
for Integration and Cultural Diversity, the European
Broadcasting Union (EBU), DW Academy and the Ger-
man Association for East European Studies (DGO).
ADAMI has also established many links with public and
private media as with state and non-governmental or-
ganizations from the Eastern Partnership countries.
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ADAMI TALKS

Public Presentation and Panel Discussion
"Current Challenges to Cultural Diversity in the Media”
Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University Dec. 10th, 2015

PROGRAMME

* 14.00 - 14.15 Introduction and welcome

Mr. Stefan Tolz
Programme Director, ADAMI Media Prize

Ms. Monika Lenhard
Deputy Head of the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany

Prof. Merab Eliashvili
Vice Rector of TSU

« 14.15 - 14.50 Presentations of media experts

"Diversity as a creative opportunity
and a business case for the media"

Mr. Frans Jennekens
Head of the NTR’s Diversity Department
Dutch Public Broadcaster, Amsterdam

“Joiz: Television on the way to its digital future”

Mr. Kurt Schaad

Co-founder of JOIZ, Europe’s first social media
internet television station, Zurich

« 14.50 - 15.30 Panel discussion with media experts
Mr. Frans Jennekens

Mr. Kurt Schaad

Mr. Robert Parsons

Chief Foreign Editor of France 24's English Service, Paris

Former head of GPB's Kanal PIK and long-time BBC correspondent

« 15.30 - 15.50 Question and answer session

« 15.50 - 16.00 Final remarks and conclusions

Moderators: Ms. Elene Kvernadze and Mr. Giorgi Lomsadze
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or the past seven
years, Frans Jennek-
ens has led the Dutch
Public  Broadcaster’s
(NTR) Diversity Department.
He is also a long-standing chair-
man of the Intercultural and Di-
versity Group within the European
Broadcasting Union (EBU), an advisor of
the Roma task force in South-Eastern Europe, and
in 2011 joined the Board of EBU. Since 2004, he has
been a board member of the Prix Europa Festival in
Berlin. After graduating in educational sciences and
mass communication at the Universities of Nijmegen
and Amsterdam, Frans spent many years working as
a radio and television documentary maker. He later
worked as chief editor of a daily TV news programme

meom 330000 Bemals 3obdoemdg g3Msbl 0g69,396-

bo bgmBdem3s69mmBL  dmemabrnal Labmge-

mMdM030 3>Mbygdmol dMsegemaezgmm3zbgdols

©935MB33g6@b. Bemgdols 35bdomdg ol sbgzg
03939005 9360m30lL Ladambygdmm 3033060l abG M-
JIDGIOYE0 ©d IMgarrRgMHm3bgdalb xaBob mog-
gm0l 3mbEBL, ngm dmdgdal b3gznaryFo Rga-
g0l 3Mhgzgmo Ladbmgor-smdmbagmgo g3mm3sdo o
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35339mdob 6g36n. 2004 Brmosb ol gobmogo dgm-
mobob Prix Europa 3qb@0gsmol 30839mdal 6g360.
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4mM39mEEoMo sbamo 538960L 3Mmamadal dmagst
M9sd@mMs@ Ggmgzndosdn ,Netherlands 3%, oym

on the Netherlands 3 chan-
nel and subsequently as the
chief editor of cultural and
informational programmes
at NPS. Frans leads workshops
and gives presentations on
innovation and diversity to the
managers and programme-makers
of public broadcasters in many European
countries. In 2008, he played a part in organizing
the International Diversity Show for European Public
Television, and he is leading the team organizing the
international “Innoversity” show in April 2016. As an
independent consultant for UNHCR, he reported on
Human Development TV in Bangladesh and trained
journalists and managers in editorial and manage-
ment skills.
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obert Parsons is cur-

rently the Chief For-

eign Editor of France

24 TV’s English Divi-
sion; he originally joined the
channel as an international af-
fairs editor in 2006. France 24 TV
is primarily a news and current affairs
channel broadcasting 24/7 in French, En-
glish and Arabic. Cultural diversity lies at the heart
of its output: its staff is drawn from all over the world,
and its coverage frequently highlights areas that oth-
er global channels neglect. The station’s main pro-
grammes include “Eye on Africa”, “Europe Now", “The
51 Per Cent” (about women shaping the world) and
“The Observers” (which features photos and videos
from local people around the world).
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Before joining France 24,

?' Robert spent eighteen years

= | (1993-2002) at the BBC, in-

cluding nine years as a TV and

radio correspondent in Moscow.

He then joined Radio Free Europe

as the director of their Georgian-lan-

guage radio service in 2003 before leav-
ing for France 24 TV in 2006.

In 2010, Robert spent 20 months in Georgia,
where he had been commissioned to set up “PIKTV”,
a 24-hour TV and internet news channel broadcasting
in Russian throughout the Russian-speaking world.
He has recently worked in Northern Iraq as a consul-
tant on the launch of a new international TV channel
called Kurdistan 24, which aims to broadcast in both
the main dialects of Kurdish, in English and Arabic.
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urt Schaad is one of the

first social media internet tele- |

founders of Joiz, Europe’s

vision station, launched in 2010,
and chaired its board of directors from 2010 to 2015.
Joiz brings together television, social media and mobile
platforms in a way that truly reflects how young people
live today. The station also emphasizes its multicultural
philosophy by working with a team of moderators and
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90s. bbgoabbgs Mgmogoobs ©s gobogymo bom-
dmdsgmmdol dmgms@mmgdabs s guEbomab-

journalists from various ethnic and
religious backgrounds.
Before co-founding Joiz, Kurt spent 38
years working for Swiss National Television as
a producer, presenter and executive producer of news
and current affairs. He was awarded several times for his
journalistic work in Switzerland, won a Gemini Award in
Canada, and was twice nominated for an Emmy Award in
the United States. He lives in Zurich, Switzerland.
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lene Kvernadze is a Program Officer at the United
Nations Association of Georgia, an NGO that has
done extensive work in the area of national inte-
gration, tolerance and cultural diversity in both
Georgia and the South Caucasus since 1995. Her educa-
tional background is in International politics and psychol-
ogy. Elene also regularly conducts trainings and seminars
on a range of topics such as gender equality, domestic
violence, democracy and citizenship for youth across
Georgia and the South Caucasus. She is a recipient of the
annual Media Development Fund “Women for Change”
award in 2015 for her efforts to raise awareness and pro-
mote tolerance and gender equality in her community.
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